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Application Supplement for Fall 2010
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• All Penn applicants must complete and submit pages 3 and 4 of this Supplement in addition to the Common
Application or Universal College Application. Note: You will be considered an applicant only when both your Common
Application or Universal College Application and your Penn Application Supplement have been received.

• Form 4, on page 8, is to be completed only by transfer candidates. This form is REQUIRED for all transfer candidates.



■■  November 1   Admissions applications due for Early
Decision freshman applicants.

■■ December 15   Notification of decisions mailed and
posted online to Early Decision freshman candidates.

■■ January 1   Admissions applications due for Regular
Decision freshmen. Early Decision freshman applicants’
confirmation of acceptance due with a $200.00 deposit.

■■ January 23   Last SAT testing date for Regular Decision
applicants.

■■ Late February   Notification of decisions mailed and
posted online to Regular Decision freshman School of
Nursing applicants.

■■ March 15   Transfer admissions applications are due.

■■ Early April   Notification of decisions mailed and post-
ed online to Regular Decision freshman applicants.

■■ May 1   Reply date for Regular Decision freshman
admitted students. Regular Decision freshman appli-
cants’ confirmation of acceptance due with a $200.00
deposit.

■■ Mid-May   Notification of decisions mailed and posted
online to Transfer applicants.

■■ Early June   Admitted Transfer students receive prelim-
inary transfer credit evaluations.

■■ June 1   Requests for deferral of enrollment due to
Office of Admissions.

FFRREESSHHMMAANN  AANNDD  TTRRAANNSSFFEERR  AADDMMIISSSSIIOONNSS  TTIIMMEETTAABBLLEE  SAT AND SAT SUBJECT 
TEST DATES

The SAT and SAT Subject 

Tests will be administered 

on the following dates:

October 10, 2009

November 7, 2009

December 5, 2009

January 23, 2010

ACT TEST DATES

The ACT examination will 

be administered on the 

following dates:

September 12, 2009*

October 24, 2009

December 12, 2009

* The September 12, 2009 test
date is offered only within the
United States.

Regular Decision candidates

should complete all testing by

December of their senior year.

First-time testing delayed until

January will place the applicant at

a disadvantage in our evaluation

process. Tests retaken in January

will be accepted.

Note: Each time you register for

the SAT and/or TOEFL exam,

list Penn’s College Board code

number as 2926 to ensure 

receipt of your official score

reports. When registering for 

the ACT exam, list Penn’s code

number as 3732. Please be 

sure to file your application with

the same version of your name

that you use when registering for 

these exams. Our office cannot

match your score reports with

your application unless your 

name is written exactly the 

same on both your application

and SAT/TOEFL and ACT 

score reports.

004 Afghanistan
248 Aland Islands
008 Albania
012 Algeria
020 Andorra
024 Angola
660 Anguilla
010 Antarctica
028 Antigua and

Barbuda
032 Argentina
051 Armenia
533 Aruba
036 Australia
040 Austria
031 Azerbaijan
044 Bahamas
048 Bahrain
050 Bangladesh
052 Barbados
112 Belarus
056 Belgium
084 Belize
204 Benin
060 Bermuda
064 Bhutan
068 Bolivia
070 Bosnia and

Herzegovina
072 Botswana
074 Bouvet Island
076 Brazil
086 British Indian

Ocean Territory
096 Brunei

Darussalam
100 Bulgaria
854 Burkina Faso
108 Burundi
116 Cambodia
120 Cameroon
124 Canada
132 Cape Verde
136 Cayman Islands
140 Central African

Republic

148 Chad
152 Chile
156 China
162 Christmas Island
166 Cocos (Keeling)

Islands
170 Colombia
174 Comoros
178 Congo
180 Congo,

Democratic
Republic of the

184 Cook Islands
188 Costa Rica
384 Cote D’Ivoire
191 Croatia
192 Cuba
196 Cyprus
203 Czech Republic
208 Denmark
262 Djibouti
212 Dominica
214 Dominican

Republic
218 Ecuador
818 Egypt
222 El Salvador
226 Equatorial

Guinea
232 Eritrea
233 Estonia
231 Ethiopia
234 Faeroe Islands
238 Falkland Islands

(Malvinas)
242 Fiji
246 Finland
250 France
254 French Guiana
258 French Polynesia
260 French Southern

Territories
266 Gabon
270 Gambia, The
268 Georgia
276 Germany

288 Ghana
292 Gibraltar
300 Greece
304 Greenland
308 Grenada
312 Guadeloupe
320 Guatemala
831 Guernsey
324 Guinea
624 Guinea-Bissau
328 Guyana
332 Haiti
334 Heard Island and

McDonald
Islands

336 Holy See
(Vatican City)

340 Honduras
344 Hong Kong
348 Hungary
352 Iceland
356 India
360 Indonesia
364 Iran
368 Iraq
372 Ireland
833 Isle of Man
376 Israel
380 Italy
388 Jamaica
392 Japan
832 Jersey
400 Jordan
398 Kazakhstan
404 Kenya
296 Kiribati
408 Korea, North
410 Korea, South
414 Kuwait
417 Kyrgyzstan
418 Lao
428 Latvia
422 Lebanon
426 Lesotho
430 Liberia

434 Libya
438 Liechtenstein
440 Lithuania
442 Luxembourg
446 Macao
807 Macedonia
450 Madagascar
454 Malawi
458 Malaysia
462 Maldives
466 Mali
470 Malta
474 Martinique
478 Mauritania
480 Mauritius
175 Mayotte
484 Mexico
498 Moldova
492 Monaco
496 Mongolia
499 Montenegro
500 Montserrat
504 Morocco
508 Mozambique
104 Myanmar
516 Namibia
520 Nauru
524 Nepal
528 Netherlands
530 Netherlands

Antilles
540 New Caledonia
554 New Zealand
558 Nicaragua
562 Niger
566 Nigeria
570 Niue
574 Norfolk Island
578 Norway
512 Oman
586 Pakistan
275 Palestinian

Territory
591 Panama
598 Papua New

Guinea

600 Paraguay
604 Peru
608 Philippines
612 Pitcairn
616 Poland
620 Portugal
634 Qatar
638 Reunion
642 Romania
643 Russian

Federation
646 Rwanda
652 Saint-Barthelemy
654 Saint Helena
659 Saint Kitts 

and Nevis
662 Saint Lucia
663 Saint-Martin

(French Part)
666 Saint Pierre 

and Miquelon
670 Saint Vincent

and the
Grenadines

882 Samoa
674 San Marino
678 Sao Tome and

Principe
682 Saudi Arabia
686 Senegal
688 Serbia
690 Seychelles
694 Sierra Leone
702 Singapore
703 Slovakia
705 Slovenia
090 Solomon Islands
706 Somalia
710 South Africa
239 South Georgia

and the South
Sandwich Islands

724 Spain
144 Sri Lanka
000 Stateless
736 Sudan

740 Suriname
744 Svalbard and 

Jan Mayen
748 Swaziland
752 Sweden
756 Switzerland
760 Syria
158 Taiwan
762 Tajikistan
834 Tanzania
764 Thailand
626 Timor-Leste
768 Togo
772 Tokelau
776 Tonga
780 Trinidad and

Tobago
788 Tunisia
792 Turkey
795 Turkmenistan
796 Turks and 

Caicos Islands
798 Tuvalu
800 Uganda
804 Ukraine
784 United Arab

Emirates
826 United Kingdom
840 United States 

of America
858 Uruguay
860 Uzbekistan
548 Vanuatu
862 Venezuela
704 Viet Nam
092 Virgin Islands,

British
876 Wallis and

Futuna
732 Western Sahara
887 Yemen
894 Zambia
716 Zimbabwe

CCOOUUNNTTRRYY  CCOODDEESS  FFOORR  AADDDDRREESSSSEESS
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Please Complete (please type or print in black ink in UPPERCASE characters):

Have you previously applied to Penn for a bachelor’s degree?     ■■ No     ■■ Yes      For which academic year?      ■■■■
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
APPLICANT’S LAST NAME FIRST NAME M.I.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
U.S. OR CANADIAN SOCIAL SECURITY NO. DATE OF BIRTH   NICKNAME
Non-citizens will be assigned an ID number. (MMDDYY)

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
HOME STREET ADDRESS 1

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
HOME STREET ADDRESS 2

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
HOME CITY STATE/TERR. ZIP CODE OR COUNTRY CODE  

(Please refer to p.2.)

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
HOME TELEPHONE  (U.S. Area Code + Home Telephone Number) INTERNATIONAL HOME TELEPHONE (Country Code + City Code + Home Telephone Number)    

Please list the names and class years of grandparents who have attended the University of Pennsylvania.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
NAME RELATIONSHIP YEAR

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
NAME RELATIONSHIP YEAR

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
NAME RELATIONSHIP YEAR

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
NAME RELATIONSHIP YEAR

1a. Do either or both parents hold a University of Pennsylvania degree?
Please check all that apply.

PARENT 1 PARENT 2

Undergraduate ■■ ■■

Graduate ■■ ■■

No ■■ ■■

1b. Is either parent a full-time member of the faculty or staff of the
University of Pennsylvania?

PARENT 1 PARENT 2

Yes ■■ ■■

No ■■ ■■

2. Course of Study desired: Please check only one and 
write appropriate code(s) in corresponding boxes.

■■ The College of Arts and Sciences (041) ■■■
Intended major in The College
Obtain code from page 5. ■■■

■■ The School of Nursing (061) ■■■
■■ The Wharton School (070) ■■■
■■ The School of Engineering and Applied Science

Obtain code from page 5. ■■■
■■ Coordinated Dual-Degree or Accelerated Program 

(047, 048, 049, 063, 120 only) 
(Please complete Form 1C.)

■■■
■■ Dual-Degree Program (121 only) ■■■

3

ADMISSIONS STATUS AND DEADLINES (Please check one)

1 ■■ Regular Decision Freshman 2 ■■ Early Decision Freshman 3 ■■ Transfer for September 2010
Postmark by January 1 Postmark by November 1 Postmark by March 15

PENN-1AD-2010
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Application Supplement for Fall 2010



APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT FOR FALL 2010 (Continued)

APPLICATION ESSAYS

REQUIRED

Answer the essay question on a separate sheet of paper. (Do not exceed one page.)

3. Benjamin Franklin established the Union Fire Company, the Library Company of Philadelphia, the American Philosophical Society, Pennsylvania
Hospital, and, of course, the charity school that evolved into the University of Pennsylvania. As they served the larger community of Philadelphia,
each institution in turn formed its own community.

Which of the academic communities and social communities that now comprise the University of Pennsylvania are most interesting to you and how   
will you contribute to them and to the larger Penn community?

OPTIONAL (Truly.)

4. You have just completed your 300-page autobiography. Please submit page 217.

4PENN-1AD-2010

Additional Information for International Students
Be sure that you forward to the University any entrance exams (e.g., GCE “A” or “AS” Levels, Abitur, International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement)
you have or will take by the end of your secondary schooling. Please arrange to have original or certified copies (with translation, if necessary) of
all examination results forwarded to the Office of Admissions (e.g., GCSE, HKCE, SPM, Indian National Standard X).

If you are applying to the University of Pennsylvania by using the Common Application and your Secondary School Report is not submitted online,
please be sure that your counselor includes the International Supplement, which can be obtained from the Common Application website.

MUST BE READ AND SIGNED BY ALL APPLICANTS: I understand that the Admissions Office will use confidential recommendations,
interview reports, and assessment statements from Admissions staff members and others to evaluate this application, but for no other purpose;
and I waive all rights to read these evaluations, including notes and summaries of them, at any time.

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE (Required) DATE

Reminder to all applicants: Your signature on the Common Application or Universal College Application certified that all information
submitted to the University of Pennsylvania in the admission process – including this supplement and any other supporting materials –
is your own work, factually true, and honestly presented. Your signature also confirmed your understanding that you may be subject to
disciplinary action, including admission revocation or expulsion, should the information you’ve certified be false.

MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Please return completed form to:

Office of Admissions
University of Pennsylvania
1 College Hall, Room 1

Philadelphia, PA 

19104-6376

USA
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The College of Arts and Sciences

The College of Arts and Sciences offers a Bachelor of Arts degree in over
50 majors with multiple concentrations in and across its 26 academic
departments. The Arts and Sciences curriculum prepares students to
become independent and critical thinkers, ready to assume positions 
of leadership in their chosen careers, as well as thoughtful and engaged 
citizens of their local community, the nation, and the world.

041 The College

Major Codes (The College Only)

The School of Nursing

The School of Nursing offers a curriculum leading to a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degree. The program provides a balance between the lib-
eral arts and professional preparation in nursing. The nursing program
emphasizes cutting-edge education, innovative research, and integrated
clinical practice with a connected global reach.

061 Bachelor of Science

The Wharton School

The Wharton School offers a balanced four-year business and arts and
science curriculum leading to a Bachelor of Sciences in Economics.
Students develop a strong foundation in business theory and practice, an
in-depth understanding of one or more of 20 different areas of special-
ization, and complement their business studies with significant course-
work in the arts and sciences.

070 Bachelor of Science

The School of Engineering and Applied Science

The School of Engineering and Applied Science offers two undergraduate
degree programs: the Bachelor of Science in Engineering (BSE), our pro-
fessional degree, and the Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS), an integrative
program that combines engineering and technology studies with liberal
arts. Through these programs, students develop a broad technical and 
scientific foundation that enables them to adapt to new and rapidly
developing technology, understand the impact of technology on society,
and undertake leadership roles in society and industry.

100 Applied Science Program in Cognitive Science
103 Applied Science Program in Computational Biology
107 Applied Science Program in Biomedical Sciences
109 Applied Science Program in Computer Science
111 Bioengineering
112 Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering
168 Computer Engineering
114 Computer Science
127 Digital Media Design***
115 Electrical Engineering
116 Mechanical Engineering and Applied Mechanics
117 Materials Science and Engineering
118 Systems Science and Engineering
119 Engineering (choice of field deferred to sophomore year)*

Coordinated Dual-Degree Programs*

Penn’s coordinated dual-degree programs offer students the opportunity
to pursue coordinated curricula jointly offered by two schools within the
University. Students receive two degrees upon completion of the inter-
disciplinary coursework. Applicants should be aware that size limitations
within these special programs result in more competitive admissions
policies.

The College of Arts and Sciences and the Wharton School
049 Huntsman Program in International Studies & Business
048 Roy and Diana Vagelos Program in Life Sciences & Management

The School of Engineering and Applied Science and the Wharton School 
120 Jerome Fisher Program in Management & Technology

The School of Nursing and the Wharton School
063 Nursing & Health Care Management

Dual-Degree Program*

Penn’s dual-degree option allows students to pursue concurrent degrees
in two schools within the University.

The College of Arts and Sciences and the School of Engineering and
Applied Science
121 Computer & Cognitive Science: Artificial Intelligence

Accelerated-Degree Program*

Penn’s accelerated-degree program coordinates pre-dental study in the
School of Arts and Sciences with admission requirements for the School
of Dental Medicine.

The College of Arts and Sciences and the School of Dental Medicine
047 Seven-Year Bio-Dental Program

Part-Time Program/Continuing Education

710 College of Liberal and Professional Studies 
(degree-seeking transfer students only)

*Freshman applicants only
**Junior transfers must declare a major and are not eligible for these majors.
*** Applicants to Digital Media Design must complete Form 1C to indicate their secondary choice for Course of Study

020 African Studies
024 Africana Studies
021 Ancient History
040 Anthropology
050 Architecture
087 Biochemistry
092 Biological Basis 

of Behavior
090 Biology
095 Biophysics
125 Chemistry
285 Cinema Studies
150 Classical Studies
160 Cognitive Science
162 Communication**
323 Comparative Literature
193 Criminology
220 East Asian Area Studies
218 East Asian Languages 

& Civilizations
230 Economics
275 English
279 Environmental Studies
290 Fine Arts
312 French Studies
339 Gender, Culture & Society
350 Geology
354 German
372 Health & Societies
383 Hispanic Studies
385 History
390 History of Art

397 Humanistic Philosophy
399 Individualized Major**
425 International Relations
427 Italian Studies
440 Jewish Studies
462 Latin American 

& Latino Studies
470 Linguistics
461 Logic, Information &

Computation
485 Mathematics
521 Modern Middle Eastern Studies
525 Music
528 Near Eastern Languages 

& Civilizations
630 Philosophy
626 Philosophy & Science
635 Philosophy, Politics &

Economics
645 Physics
665 Political Science
690 Psychology
717 Religious Studies
725 Romance Languages
730 Russian
389 Science, Technology & Society 
790 Sociology
796 South Asia Studies
860 Theatre Arts
883 Urban Studies
895 Visual Studies
999 Undecided**

CCOOUURRSSEE  OOFF  SSTTUUDDYY  CCOODDEESS  FFOORR  QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  22 (Page 3)
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FORM 1C
To Be Completed by Coordinated Dual-Degree,

Accelerated Program, and Digital Media

Design Candidates Only

Huntsman Program in International Studies & Business (049)

To be completed only by applicants to the College/Wharton Coordinated Dual-Degree: Huntsman Program in International Studies & Business.

1a. Discuss a current international issue which demonstrates how international affairs and business intersect.

1b. If you are not selected for the Huntsman Program in International Studies & Business and would like to be considered for a single-degree program,
please indicate your choice below:
Check one: ■■ The College of Arts and Sciences (indicate course of study, obtaining code from page 5) ■■■

■■ The Wharton School

1c. Prior to admission, applicants to the Huntsman Program in International Studies & Business are expected to prove proficiency in one of eleven 
languages. Please indicate the language in which you will prove your proficiency.
Check one: ■■ Arabic ■■ Chinese (Mandarin) ■■ French ■■ German ■■ Hindi ■■ Italian 

■■ Japanese ■■ Korean ■■ Portuguese ■■ Russian ■■ Spanish

Please indicate the extent of your language study to date.____________________________________________________________________
Please note that you must continue the study of your target language if admitted to the Huntsman Program.

Jerome Fisher Program in Management & Technology (120)

To be completed only by applicants to the Wharton/Engineering Coordinated Dual-Degree: Jerome Fisher Program in Management & Technology.

2a. Discuss your interest in combining management and technology. How might Penn’s coordinated dual-degree program in business and engineer-
ing help you to meet your goals? Please be sure to address the nature and extent of your interests in both business and engineering.

2b. If you are not selected for the Jerome Fisher Program in Management & Technology and would like to be considered for a single-degree program,
please indicate your choice below:
Check one: ■■ The Wharton School

■■ The School of Engineering and Applied Science (indicate course of study, obtaining code from page 5) ■■■

DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORM 1C

If you are applying to Digital Media Design or to one of the coordinated dual-degree or accelerated programs listed below and on page 7, please return this
form with your responses and your completed application to avoid any delay in evaluating your application. Your response to the program’s essay question
should be on a separate sheet of paper. You may type or print.

SPECIAL NOTE TO COORDINATED DUAL-DEGREE, ACCELERATED PROGRAM, AND DIGITAL MEDIA DESIGN CANDIDATES

Important: Because of the selective nature of Penn’s coordinated dual-degree and accelerated programs, and the Digital Media Design major, if we are
unable to offer you admission to the program, we will consider you as an applicant to the single-degree program you have indicated. If you are applying
as an Early Decision applicant and do not wish to be considered as an Early Decision applicant for your single-degree choice and you are deferred, we will
then first consider your application for the specialized program in the spring. If you do wish to be considered for your single-degree choice under the
binding Early Decision Program, please refer to the note following. Only freshmen may apply to coordinated dual-degree and accelerated programs.

SPECIAL NOTE TO EARLY DECISION CANDIDATES

If you would like to be considered for your single-degree choice under the binding Early Decision program, please complete Item 7 on this form.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
APPLICANT’S LAST NAME FIRST NAME DATE OF BIRTH U.S. OR CANADIAN SOCIAL SECURITY NO.

(MMDDYY) Non-citizens will be assigned an ID number.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
ADDRESS

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
HOME CITY STATE/TERR. ZIP CODE OR COUNTRY CODE  

(Please refer to p.2.)

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
SCHOOL

This form is for candidates to the coordinated dual-degree and accelerated programs and to Digital Media Design. Do not complete this form otherwise.

ADMISSIONS STATUS AND DEADLINES (Please check one)

1 ■■ Regular Decision Freshman 2 ■■ Early Decision Freshman 3 ■■ Transfer for September 2010 (for Digital Media Design only)
Postmark by January 1 Postmark by November 1 Postmark by March 15

0 0



MAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Please return completed form to: Office of Admissions, University of Pennsylvania, 1 College Hall, Room 1, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6376  USA

FORM 1C – ADDITIONAL APPLICATION INFORMATION (Continued)

Nursing & Health Care Management (063)

To be completed only by applicants to the School of Nursing/Wharton Coordinated Dual-Degree: Nursing & Health Care Management.

3a. Discuss your interest in nursing and health care management. How might Penn’s coordinated dual-degree program in nursing and business help
you to meet your goals?

3b. If you are not selected for the Nursing and Health Care Management program and would like to be considered for a single-degree program, please
indicate your choice below:
Check one: ■■ The School of Nursing

■■ The Wharton School

Roy and Diana Vagelos Program in Life Sciences & Management (048)

To be completed only by applicants to The College/Wharton Coordinated Dual-Degree Program: Roy and Diana Vagelos Program in Life Sciences 
& Management.

4a. What is intriguing to you about combining the study of life sciences with the study of management?  We already know about many of your accom-
plishments, so please focus your thoughts upon where your interest in both science and management came from and where you see it going.

4b. If you are not selected for the Roy and Diana Vagelos Program in Life Sciences & Management and would like to be considered for a single-degree
program, please indicate your choice below.
Check one: ■■ The College of Arts and Sciences (indicate course of study, obtaining code from page 5) ■■■

■■ The Wharton School

Seven-Year Bio-Dental Program (047)

To be completed only by applicants to the Seven-Year Bio-Dental Program.

5a. Discuss your reasons for aspiring to a career in dental medicine. How might Penn’s accelerated Bio-Dental Program help you to meet your profes-
sional goals?

5b. If you are not selected for the Bio-Dental Program and would like to be considered for a single-degree program, please indicate your choice below:

Check one: ■■ The College of Arts and Sciences (indicate course of study, obtaining code from page 5) ■■■
■■ The School of Engineering and Applied Science (indicate course of study, obtaining code from page 5) ■■■

Digital Media Design (127)

To be completed only by applicants to the Digital Media Design program in the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences.

6. If you are not selected for the Digital Media Design major and would like to be considered for another single-degree program, please indicate your 
choice below:

Check one: ■■ The School of Engineering and Applied Science (indicate course of study, obtaining code from page 5) ■■■
■■ The College of Arts and Sciences (indicate course of study, obtaining code from page 5) ■■■

Early Decision Single-Degree Option

7. As an Early Decision candidate, we will first consider your application to the coordinated dual-degree or accelerated program, or Digital Media
Design. If we are unable to admit you to the coordinated dual-degree or accelerated program, or Digital Media Design, and you would also like to be
considered as an Early Decision candidate to your designated single-degree option, please sign below. The offer of admission is binding. Please
acknowledge that you have read this and agree to enroll at Penn under the Early Decision program, if admitted to your single-degree choice.
Otherwise, please leave the signature line blank.

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE DATE

7PENN-1CD-2010



Transfer Admissions
It is the University’s desire to enroll a student population
characterized by high achievement, potential, and diver-
sity; the transfer program brings us students with fresh
perspective and high motivation. Students enter as trans-
fers after completing a year or two of advanced study at
another institution. Each year approximately 200 stu-
dents transfer into Penn’s four undergraduate schools,
selected from over 2,000 applicants. We give careful con-
sideration to academic preparation and achievement,
but, in accordance with our desire to maintain diversity
of background, intellectual interests, and accomplish-
ments within the student body, the committee also pays
close attention to all other aspects of the application for
admission.

Students who are completing their senior year of high
school concurrently with their first year of college should
apply as freshmen. Students enrolled in Canadian
CEGEP programs should apply as freshmen.

General Requirements
All official transcripts must be forwarded for inclusion in
the application for admission. Former college records can-
not be waived in order to gain admission as a freshman. In
addition, records from summer school, study abroad pro-
grams, or special college programs must be submitted in
official transcript form. These records will be considered
along with other basic credentials. If you have taken
courses on a PASS/FAIL or CREDIT/NO CREDIT basis,
please have grades, or written evaluations of your perfor-
mance, sent by the professors of these courses. If you at-
tend a college that records only PASS/FAIL on your tran-
script for first semester, or first-year courses, please
request that your grades be released on the transcript sent
to our office. Due to the competitive nature of Penn’s ad-
missions process, it is imperative that we receive these
grades. The academic record must be free of all failure,
conditional, and incomplete grades. Students must be in
good academic standing and must have completed eight
transferable academic courses in order to be eligible to
apply for transfer.

Transfer students should review A Guide for Transfer
Students, which is available at
www.admissions.upenn.edu/applying/transindex.php
or upon request if they have not received one.

Current Courses
Use the Common Application or Universal College
Application to list your courses for the semester (or two
quarters) prior to the semester in which you expect to
begin your work at Penn. Include credit hours for each.
If using the Common Application, you must complete
the Common Application Mid-Term Report. If using
the Universal College Application, you must complete
Penn’s Form 4: Mid-Term Grade Report for Transfer
Students, which is available at
www.admissions.upenn.edu/applying/incoming.php and
return it by March 31. Please use the Common Appli-
cation or Universal College Application to list the high
school (and its city and state) from which you graduated.
If you have previously applied to Penn, please be sure
that all of your educational experiences are documented

by submitting all required materials including updated
transcripts and recommendations.

Additional Information for International Students
Transfer students from international universities should
also provide the following documents (with translations,
if appropriate): (1) an official university catalog and syl-
labi with course descriptions and degree requirements,
(2) either original or certified true copies of all university
grade and examination results. If you attend a university
that issues transcripts only on a yearly basis, please
request a written statement from faculty members stat-
ing expected grades for courses in progress. If university
examination results will not be available prior to 
your proposed entry, you should apply as a freshman.

Entrance Examinations
Applicants are required to submit the results of the SAT
or the ACT. SAT Subject Tests are not required. All stu-
dents whose native language is not English should take
the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).
Please refer to page 9 for further information regarding
testing.

Residence Requirement
All students must complete two years of course work at
Penn, or the equivalent of one-half the courses required
for the degree, regardless of the number of transferable
courses taken elsewhere.

Transfer Credit
In general, transfer credit may be awarded for acade-
mically based courses that were taken at a regionally ac-
credited institution, passed with a grade of C or better,
and are similar in focus and content to the curriculum
on this campus. Applicants must provide the materials
needed to support an accurate evaluation (i.e., an official
transcript from each college attended, syllabi, and cata-
logs or course descriptions current to your period of
attendance at these institutions).

September Admission
The deadline for filing transfer applications is March 15,
though applications may be submitted as early as
January. At least one full year of transferable course work
must be completed by the close of the spring term as the
Admissions Committee places heavy emphasis on college
performance. It is the candidate’s responsibility to ensure
that all credentials have been received by the Office of
Admissions by the March 15 deadline. Notifications con-
cerning missing materials will be available on your
MyPenn Applicant Portal available from the top left of
the main admissions page. Your UserName and
Password for the portal will be mailed to you automati-
cally when we receive both your application and applica-
tion supplement. Admissions decisions will be posted
online and mailed in mid-May and will not be released
over the telephone.

Nursing Interviews

An interview at the School of Nursing is strongly recom-
mended for transfer applicants to the nursing program in
order to discuss placement. Please call (215) 898-4416.

POSTMARK DEADLINE

September Semester
March 15

8
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AADDMMIISSSSIIOONNSS  PPLLAANNSS

Early Decision Plan
For those applicants who have already decided that the University of
Pennsylvania is their first-choice college and who agree to matriculate if
accepted, we encourage application under the Early Decision Plan.
Children and grandchildren of alumni who wish to receive maximum con-
sideration for the legacy affiliation are urged to apply Early Decision. Stu-
dents who desire Early Decision and who submit their applications by
the November 1 deadline will receive a mid-December decision of
Admit, Deny, or Defer. Those admitted must respond to us by January
1, since there is a commitment involved. Those deferred will be reevalu-
ated in March and will receive a final decision in early April. Denied
students will not be reconsidered in the same academic year.

A student may apply Early Decision to only one institution. Accordingly,
if an applicant for Early Decision to the University of Pennsylvania also
applies for Early Decision to another school, the Early Decision application
to the University of Pennsylvania will be withdrawn. Further, if any Regular
Decision applicant to the University of Pennsylvania is accepted Early
Decision by any other school under a College Board-approved Early Decision
plan, the application to the University of Pennsylvania will be withdrawn.

NOTE: Early Decision candidates who are denied admission in December
may not reapply for Regular Decision. In addition, no student who has been
denied admission under any of our decision plans may reapply to another
undergraduate division of the University in the same academic year.

Regular Decision Plan
Applicants who apply under the Regular Decision Plan have applications
due on January 1. Admissions decisions for Regular Decision applicants
and applicants deferred during Early Decision are posted online and
mailed in early April 2010. Candidates receive one of three possible
decisions: Admit, Wait List, or Deny. Final grade reports are reviewed
for all matriculating students.

Regular Decision applicants who have been offered admission must
notify the Office of Admissions by May 1 (Candidates’ Common Reply
Date), and no guarantee can be provided for places in the class without
such reply by this date. A nonrefundable deposit must accompany the
acceptance card and, after receipt, matriculation will be acknowledged by
the Office of Admissions.

NOTE: School of Nursing decisions begin to be mailed and posted online to
Regular Decision freshman School of Nursing applicants in late February.
Applications are due by January 1, and applicants who have been admitted
must notify the Office of Admissions of their decision by May 1. As with all
freshman candidates for admission to the University, those applying to the
School of Nursing have the option to submit an application under the Early
Decision Plan.

TTEESSTTSS  AANNDD  EEXXAAMMIINNAATTIIOONNSS

The SAT, SAT Subject Tests, and the ACT
First-year applicants must take the SAT Reasoning Test and two SAT
Subject Tests in different subjects. The American College Test (ACT) with
writing may be used in lieu of the SAT Reasoning Test and two SAT
Subject Tests. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that official score
reports are released to the University of Pennsylvania.

Early Decision candidates should take these examinations either during
the junior year or in the summer before the senior year, but certainly no
later than November 2009. Early Decision candidates who opt for Novem-
ber examinations must rush their test scores to the Office of Admissions.

Regular Decision candidates should complete all testing by December 
of their senior year. First-time testing delayed until January will place the
applicant at a disadvantage in our evaluation process. Tests retaken in
January will be accepted.

Candidates to the School of Engineering and Applied Science or the
Wharton School are encouraged to take a mathematics Subject Test.
Students applying to the College are encouraged to take a foreign lan-
guage Subject Test. This test is used for both admissions and proper
placement at the college level. Appropriate language scores also afford
exemption from the language requirement. Students interested in sci-
ence-related fields, and especially applicants to the School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science and the School of Nursing, are encouraged to
take a science Subject Test.

Registration materials for the SAT, SAT Subject Tests, and the ACT may be
obtained from your guidance office.

Special tests and dates are available for students with special needs.

TOEFL Examinations
In addition to the required SAT Reasoning Test and two SAT Subject
Tests, or the ACT with writing, students whose native language is not
English should take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)
administered by the Educational Testing Service, TOEFL Services,
Box 6151, Princeton, NJ, 08541-6151, USA. Results should be forwarded
directly to the Office of Admissions.

OOPPTTIIOONNAALL  IINNTTEERRVVIIEEWWSS

A local alumni interview is an additional source for learning more
about the University. An alumni volunteer who is a member of the
Secondary School Committee (SSC) may contact you to arrange an
interview if you are a first-year candidate and have submitted your
application. Interviews are optional and are scheduled by local alumni
committees. We regret that some alumni committees may be unable to
accommodate all students who desire interviews. If you do not have the
opportunity for an alumni interview, you may submit a supplemental
letter of recommendation instead. To find out if there is an active SSC
in your area, please visit the interview website at
www.admissions.upenn.edu/applying/interviews.php.

Typically, Early Decision interviews are offered in November and 
early December; Regular Decision interviews are offered in January and
February. Transfer applicants are not offered alumni interviews. We
encourage you to rely upon your application for admission as a forum for
presenting the unique aspects of your candidacy. The Office of
Admissions does not offer individual on-campus interviews. Candidates
who have questions or concerns about the alumni interview may contact
the Alumni Secondary School Committee Network, Office of
Admissions, 1 College Hall, Room 1, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6376, USA,
(215) 898-6903.

The Alumni Council on Admissions (ACA) offers advice and guidance
to the children and grandchildren of Penn Alumni. The ACA hosts fre-
quent Legacy Advising Sessions, often available after the Admissions
Office campus tour. A visit to the ACA is not required. It is a nice way
for alumni to personalize the campus visit and application process. For
more information, visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/aca, call (215) 898-6888,
or email aca@ben.dev.upenn.edu.

Any nursing applicant interested in an interview should call the School
of Nursing at (215) 898-4416 to schedule an appointment.



The Ivy Group is an association of eight institutions of higher education,
established in 1954 primarily for the purpose of fostering amateurism in
athletics. Relations among the member institutions have grown over the
years, and representatives of these institutions now meet regularly at a
variety of levels to discuss topics which range from the purely academic
to the purely athletic and from fundamental educational philosophy to
procedures in admissions.

Each member institution has its own identity and character and 
protects its right to pursue its own educational objectives. Thus, although
the Ivy Group institutions are similar in many respects, each member 
institution will continue to make its own independent admission deci-
sions according to its own particular admission policy.

In recent years, it has become clear that the transition between second-
ary school and institutions of higher education has become increasingly
complex and that greater efforts should be made to simplify the process
through more uniform admissions procedures. It is our hope that by
outlining carefully the procedures under which we are operating and by
clearly specifying the obligations of both the applicant and the institution,
we can help students pursue their college interests free of unnecessary
confusion and pressure.

I. General Procedures
All contacts with students by representatives of Ivy institutions are intended
to provide assistance and information and should be free of any activity
that applies undue pressure on the candidate. No information referring to
the admission or financial aid status of an applicant to an Ivy institution
may be considered official unless it is received in writing directly from that
institution’s admission or financial aid office.

All Ivy institutions mail admissions decision letters in early April.
Those that offer an Early Decision or Early Action plan, as described
below, also mail admissions decision letters in mid-December. A student
who wishes a decision in December from one of these institutions must
apply by November 1 and must complete the application with supporting
materials shortly thereafter. A student may file only one “Early” applica-
tion of any kind within the Ivy Group. Candidates in violation of this
principle will not be considered until the spring.

II. December Notification
Under December Notification, an applicant may be notified that he or
she has been granted or denied admission or that a final decision has
been deferred until the early April notification date. Two plans currently
are offered by Ivy Group institutions:

A. The College Board-approved Early Decision Plan, which is offered
by Brown University, Columbia University, Cornell University,
Dartmouth College, and the University of Pennsylvania, requires a prior
commitment to matriculate. Financial aid awards for those qualifying for
financial assistance will normally be announced in full detail at the same
time as the admission decisions. An applicant receiving admission and
an adequate financial award under the Early Decision Plan will be
required to accept that offer of admission and withdraw all applications
to other colleges or universities.

All the Ivy institutions will honor any required commitment to matric-
ulate which has been made to another college under this plan.

B. A Single-Choice Early Action Plan is offered by Yale University. This
plan does not require a commitment to matriculate. Students may apply
to other colleges under their regular admission programs (spring notifi-
cation of final admission decision) but Yale specifies that a candidate
who applies in its Early Action Plan may not also apply Early Action or
Early Decision elsewhere. In other words, the Single-Choice Early Action
Plan is unlike standard Early Action plans in that candidates must agree
to file only one early application.

Students are urged to consult the admission literature available at
each Ivy institution for details concerning its particular December
Notification Plan, if any.

III. Early Evaluation Procedure
A. As determined by each institution, admissions offices may advise

applicants of the probability of admission (e.g., likely, possible, unlikely).
Institutions may issue such probabilistic communications only in writing,
from the office of admissions. Such letters will have the effect of letters of
admission, to be confirmed on the common notification date, subject to
revocation only on the same terms as letters of admission.

B. Within each institution’s overall admissions process, from October
1 through March 15 an admissions office may issue probabilistic com-
munications, in writing, to applicants who are recruited student-athletes.
Such probabilistic communications given by coaches, whether orally or
in writing, do not constitute binding institutional commitments. An
applicant who receives one or more such written communications and
who has made a decision to matriculate at one institution is encouraged
(but not required) to notify all other institutions, and to withdraw all
other applications, as promptly as possible.

C. A coach may inquire about the level of commitment to or interest
in an institution of an applicant who is a recruited student-athlete, and
an institution may consider that information in deciding whether or when
the admissions office will offer a probabilistic communication. But an
applicant may not be required to withdraw or not make other applica-
tions, or to refrain from visiting another institution, as a basis for receiv-
ing a written “likely” communication.

D. An institution may send a “likely” probabilistic communication let-
ter to a candidate (whether or not the applicant is a recruited student-
athlete) only if the applicant has submitted all of the materials which the
institution requires in order to make an admissions decision.

E. An Ivy school may respond at any time should a non-Ivy school
offer admission to a recruited student-athlete with a reply date prior to
the common Ivy notification date. A response may be made only on the
basis of written evidence of the offer (e.g., a copy of an official offer of a
grant-in-aid, with a reply date, or a letter from a guidance counselor), or
of confirmation of an offer to the admissions office by a secondary
school counselor.

IV. Common Notification
On a common date, usually in early April, applicants to the Ivy institutions
will be notified of admission decisions and financial aid awards unless they
have been notified under Early Decision or Early Action Plan procedures.

V. Financial Aid
All the Ivy institutions follow the common policy that any financial aid
for student-athletes will be awarded and renewed on the sole basis of
economic need with no differentiation in amount or in kind (e.g., pack-
aging) based on athletic ability or participation, provided that each
school shall apply its own standard of economic need.

VI. Common Reply Date
Except for those applicants admitted under the College Board-approved
Early Decision Plan, which requires a prior commitment to matriculate,
no candidate admitted to any of the Ivy institutions will be required to
announce his or her decision to accept or decline an offer of admission
until the Common Reply Date of May 1. All such candidates may delay
their commitment to attend until May 1 without prejudice. By that date
all admitted candidates must affirm in writing their single college choice.

The preceding paragraph does not preclude students from remaining
on active waiting lists and withdrawing promptly from their original col-
lege choice upon receiving subsequent waiting list acceptance to another
institution. However, the Ivy institutions reserve their right to rescind ac-
ceptance decisions from candidates who make commitments to and who
hold confirmed places at more than one institution concurrently.

Students who choose to remain on an active waiting list after May 1
will receive a final response no later than July 1.

JJOOIINNTT  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT  OONN  CCOOMMMMOONN  IIVVYY  GGRROOUUPP  AADDMMIISSSSIIOONNSS  PPRROOCCEEDDUURREESS
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